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(57) Abslracf I-G and I=M auioanlibodv levels against phosphorylcholine in subjects with hypertension ( diastohc pressure >95 
SS-t^tere de emxfned abaseline in order lo deterniine the importance of antibodies for the development of alherosclerosis. The 
tfslTow t£™eases in intima-media thickness (IMT) at a follow-up lour years after baseline were sigmficanlly less preva- 
e n Cei hal^n. high autoantiboides particularly high IgM autoantibodies, to phosphorylcholine. The presence -^s.ncj o^ 
am ani boSs parti culatly IgM autoantibodies, against phosphrylcholine is thus related to an increased or decreased nsl. of develop- 
fnTiscJeoirc^Cvasculidiseas^ A method to detennining antibodies, particularly IgM anubod.es. toward phosphorylchohne , 
ZtlT^ni^^^en^o^. to identify subiects at risk of developing ischemic cardiovascular diseases. Antmal expenntents show that 
to h ' evels of antibodies particularly IgM antibodies, can be delected in plasma after acuve itxtmumzatron wUh a keyho e 
nedmm to lii.n ets o, coniuoate A nliarmaceulical composition comprising a phosphorylchohne conjugate 

-atrtSe a monoclonal antibody, ^^-ith specificity to a phosphorylcholine con- 
iTsh™^^ is p^£>se'd and the use of these compositions as active or passive immunogen ,s the treatnnent or 

prevention of aiheroscleoris. 
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